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PETRI DISH

Management Systems International

600 Water Street, SW

Washington, DC 20024

(202) 484-7170

Consultant
Proposed Position:
Subject Matter Specialist/Chief-of-Party
Education:
B.A., International Affairs, George Washington University, Washington, D.C., 1980

Employment History:

	12/98-Present
	Director-Haiti, National Democratic Institute (NDI), Port-au-Prince, Haiti

	6/97-8/98
	Director-Kenya, National Democratic Institute (NDI), Nairobi, Kenya

	3/96-5/97
	Director of Africa Programs, Amnesty International, Washington, DC

	12/93-3/96
	Commissioner, International Electoral Commission, Sierra Leone

	1989-94
	Independent Consultant

	11/85-11/93
	Director of Africa Programs, Amnesty International, Washington, DC

	9/80-9/85
	Associate, United Methodist Church Peace with Justice Program, Washington, DC


Professional Experience:

National Democratic Institute (NDI), Port-au-Prince, Haiti
December 1998-Present

Director-Haiti 

· Direct four assistance programs: Political Parties Poll Watchers; Non‑Partisan Electoral Observation; Electoral Information Centers; and Civic Forum Program.  

· Supervise a staff of thirty-five people.  

· Promote and coordinate civic groups and political parties.  

· Maintain regular contacts with leaders of political parties and provide advice and technical assistance on issues such as negotiations, campaigns and election strategies.  

· Maintain regular contact with members of the electoral commission. Provide advice on elections administration and interaction with leaders of political parties.  

· Maintain contact and provide advice to the International and donor community on various political and electoral issues. Assist the International community to determine various funding programs.

National Democratic Institute (NDI), Nairobi, Kenya
June 1997-August 1998

Director‑Kenya

· Worked closely with civic and religious organizations to support their efforts to monitor the Presidential and parliamentary elections of 1997. 

· Directed assistance program to provide technical and managerial advice on a regular basis and conduct election monitoring training and seminars throughout the country. Training sessions led included international methodology in media monitoring, electoral violence and security issues, campaign environment, impartiality, voting, counting and tabulation of results and processing electoral complaints in a professional and comprehensive manner. 

· Directed the countrywide political parties poll watchers training prior to the elections. 

· Coordinated and facilitated political parties leadership meetings with NDI's International Advisory Committee of senior level political and civic leaders from U.S.A, Europe, and Africa supporting free, fair, and free from fear elections and democratic governance process.  

· Provided technical advice in the post election period to civic and religious organizations to work cooperatively for a peaceful political and constitutional change. 

· Promoted coordination between civic groups and political parties.

DKY Associates
 1993-March 1996

San Francisco, California

· Assisted USAID/Ghana in refining its mission strategy and developing an operational performance monitoring plan. This entailed a technical review of the strategy/development of appropriate indicators and identification of data sources relevant to the respective strategic objectives, targets and sub-targets, collation and analysis, and establishing performance targets for the indicators at each strategic level.

· Provided assistance to various PRISM efforts focusing on strategic planning and performance management at USAID  including the development of tools, instruments and modules to aid in the design and assessment of strategic plans and related M&E systems; participating in a comprehensive review and analysis of Agency guidance on the monitoring and evaluation of projects and programs, and analyzing specific mission strategies and related monitoring plans.

· Produced the Kenya Mission's 1992 Assessment of Program Impact (API).  Coordinated, directed and reviewed analyses from contributing technical offices and wrote and edited narrative toward completion of the 1992 API.

· USAID/Cuba. Developed analytic tools (eg  analytical matrices, decision trees and related criteria) for conducting detailed assessments of current and proposed mission-level strategic plans.

Amnesty International 
November 1985-November 1993

Director of Africa Programs, Washington, DC 

· Set priorities and program direction for legislative work on Africa. 

· Cultivated contact with members of Congress and administration officials, in particular the Department of State, the National Security Council and the Department of Defense.  

· Drafted and presented testimony before various congressional committees in Congress. 

· Briefed U.S. Congressional delegations in preparation for on-site investigative mission to Africa. 

· Monitored ambassadorial appointments and confirmation process.  

· Met with U.S. Ambassadors to Africa.  Met with foreign government officials, government lobbyists and representatives of official human rights commissions. Addressed seminars and conferences.

· Cultivated contacts with think tanks. Conducted radio, television and newspaper interviews. 

· Represented Amnesty International at international meetings. Conducted on‑site research in Africa. 

· Organized an informal meeting between Amnesty International, African ambassadors in Washington D.C., and a Minister in the Nigerian government to exchange views on the issues of promotion and protection of human rights in Africa.

United Methodist Church Peace with Justice Program
September 1980-September 1985

Associate, Washington, DC

· Developed and maintained contact with various United Methodist Churches. Initiated appeals on Peace and Justice issues, including soup kitchens and the arms race. 

· Disseminated Peace with Justice information to church constituents. 

· Briefed religious delegations coming to Washington on lobbying their elected officials on Peace with Justice issues from annual conferences. 

· Trained constituents on Peace with Justice issues.

Consulting Assignments

Fund for Peace (1990-1994)

· Advised the Executive Director on human rights project in the Horn of Africa.  Participated in strategy meetings.

Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights (1989-1993)

· Traveled to Nairobi, Kenya with the delegation presenting the RFK Human Rights Award to Gibson Kamau Kuria. Participated in meetings, including a meeting with President Moi, raising human rights concerns.

John Merk Fund (1990)

· Advised the Trustees of the Fund on Human Rights in Africa on the Africa Human Rights Project

Southern African Policy Forum (1989)

· Consulted with and advised the Director and Deputy Director on development issues in Southern Africa.

​

Advisory Councils:

Human Rights Africa (HRA), Member of the International Advisory Committee, Lagos, Nigeria
 (1991-1993)

Students Human Rights Exchange (SHARE), Member of Advisory Council (1992‑1993)

Civil Liberties Organization (CLO), Member of Advisory Board, Lagos, Nigeria  (1990-1992)

· Advised CLO executives on major undertakings and human rights promotion, protection and investigation in Nigeria.

Election Assessments, Monitoring and Observer Missions:

· Swaziland general elections







1998

· Lesotho general elections







1998


· Kenya parliamentary and presidential elections




1997


· Ghana general elections 







1996

· Republic of Guinea legislative elections





1995

· South Africa first democratic elections including all races



1994

· Mozambique first post-war democratic elections




1994


· Angola first post-war democratic elections





1994

· Namibia first democratic elections






1993

Conferences and Panels:

The White House Conference on Africa
       1994

· Participated in first conference organized by the White House on Africa and U.S. foreign policy, attended by both President Clinton and Vice‑President Gore. Served as resource for working group "Fostering Human Rights and Democracy.”

African Studies Association Conferences
1987‑1994

· Participated in various panels, including: "Human Rights and the African Commission," "Amnesty International and African Non‑Governmental Organizations," and "Academics as Target for Human Rights Violations by African Governments."

Foreign Service Institute/ Department of State
1987-1993

· Guest Lecturer on political developments and human rights in Africa. Gave lectures to Foreign Service personnel posted to various African countries.

Lincoln University
1992

Lincoln, Pennsylvania

· Gave lecture titled, “The Interdependence of Human Rights and Economic Development in Sub‑Saharan Africa: A Blueprint for Democratization in the 21st Century.”

Defense Intelligence College/ Department of Defense
1991‑1992

· Gave guest lectures on U.S. human rights policies and African governments' records. Gave lectures on human rights and political developments to Defense Attaches posted to the various U.S. Embassies in Africa.

American Bar Association
 1991

· Discussions on international law and human rights and panel presentation on human rights in Africa

· American Bar Association Conference, “Human Rights and the Law around the Globe: Presentation on Human Rights and the Law in various African countries.”

University of Maryland
1990

Government and Politics Department, Summer Center for International Studies

· Guest lecturer, “Advantages and Disadvantages of Economic Sanctions on South Africa”

· 1991‑1993: Guest lecturer on U.S. foreign and human rights policy towards Africa (Dr. Richard Claude)

The International Law Societies
1989

Georgetown and George Washington University Law Schools

· Guest lecturer on international human rights law in Africa.

W.E.B. DuBois Conference
1987, 1989

Fisk University

· Participated in the Human Rights Symposium: Human Rights Abuses from a Civil, Economic, Political, Social and Cultural Perspective, and Recent Developments in Africa; Capital Punishments as a Human Rights Abuse.

Institute for Policy Studies
1987

· Guest lecturer on development policies, politics and human rights in Africa.

Publications:

"Stop Chad's Rights Abuses,”  The Christian Science Monitor, May 1993

"The Battle Ground of Chad,”  Africa Report, October 1990

"Sudan: A Land Divided," Africa Report, September, 1990. 
"Genocide in the Horn of Africa," The Washington Post, July 1990

Professional Memberships:

· The African Studies Association 

· International Third World Legal Studies Association 

· Amnesty International 

· American Political Science Association

· Black Professionals in International Affairs

Volunteer Experience:

Lion Mountain Development Foundation





 1989-2000

· Founded a non‑profit organization in Sierra Leone to solicit used clothes and toys for the less fortunate for the Christmas holidays. Worked on a book drive and literacy project with Kerry Kennedy Cuomo of the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights.

National Endowment for Democracy and the Congressional Human Rights Foundation
1991

· Aided in organizing conference "Prospects for Democracy in Sierra Leone."

Refugee Resettlement Program, Catholic Charities




1978‑1985

· Drove refugees to hospitals and social security offices. Located living accommodations; arranged and placed refugees in English classes. Participated in telephone solicitations for beds, used clothes, used toys and various households items for newly resettled refugees

Bread for the World








1977‑1980

· Coordinated the 5th Congressional District of Maryland. Called members and advised them on meetings and how to contact elected officials on important bills on hunger.

Languages:

· English

· French

· Mandingo

· Temne

· Krio 

